proactio

proactio

A service of

Q Raymond Chabot

August 5, 2025

Suite 200

140, Grande Allée Est
Québec (Québec)
G1R 5P7

tabac@proactio.ca

To whom it may concern,

Subject: Retraction of the renunciation of a tobacco victim's estate in the class action
against the tobacco companies.

Hello,

This document has been prepared by Proactio as part of the CQTS-Blais tobacco class
action, to allow you to provide effective support to your clients as heirs of a tobacco victim.
As this class action provides compensation to estates of tobacco victims, some potential
class members may wish to reconsider their renunciation to a succession.

Mandated by class counsel, Proactio's main role is to help class members prepare their
claims and submit them to the claims administrator, Epig. Our role does not include
analyzing the costs and risks associated with the retraction of a renunciation. Therefore, we
refer potential class members to external notaries for assistance on this question.

Context

On March 6, 2025, the Ontario Superior Court approved the Plan of Arrangement of the
Canadian Tobacco Companies, which provides, among other things, for the compensation
of class members of the CQTS-Blais class action through the Québec Administration Plan.

The start date of the claims period has not yet been determined by the Ontario Superior
Court. As soon as it is known, it will be posted on our website recourstabac.com.
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Key Facts You Need to Know

Compensation is not certain at this stage. The claims period has not yet begun,
so no file has yet been analyzed for eligibility.

Not all estates of smokers diagnosed with smoking-related illnesses are part of the
CQTS-Blais class action.

Only one compensation will be paid for each estate of a tobacco victim meeting the
criteria. This means that the heirs of a tobacco victim will share among themselves
the compensation to which the victim would have been entitled.

Compensation will vary between amounts of up to $24,000 and $100,000. See the
compensation grid and explanations below.

The Quebec Administration Plan provides that diagnostic information will be
obtained from the Quebec Cancer Registry or MED-ECHO for class members. We
hope to notify the individuals who have contacted us if these registers have

confirmed that their diagnosis and if the date of diagnosis falls within the period
covered by the class action within the next few months.

We recommend potential class members who have sufficient time
before the 10-year deadline for retracting the renunciation to a
succession to wait for this information before deciding to do so.
This will enable them to make an informed assessment of their

Potential class members that are running out of time, however,

situation before taking such a step.

may wish to act sooner.

Criteria for Eligibility

For an estate to be eligible for compensation, the tobacco victim must meet the following

criteria:

1. Has passed away after November 20, 1998.
2. Has smoked at least 87,600 cigarettes manufactured by Imperial Tobacco, RBH or
JTI-MacDonald between January 1, 1950, and November 20, 1998.
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3. Has been diagnosed before March 12, 2012, with one of the following diseases:
—  Primary lung cancer;
~  Primary squamous cell cancer of the throat (larynx, oropharynx or
hypopharynx); or
~  Emphysema or COPD (GOLD grades 3 or 4).
4. Was a resident of Quebec at the time of diagnosis and at the time of death.

Compensation and Distribution of Amounts

Once again, only one compensation will be paid for each estate of a tobacco victim
meeting the criteria. Consequently, the heirs of a tobacco victim will share among
themselves the compensation to which the victim would have been entitled.

Furthermore, in the case of multiple illnesses, a single compensation will be paid
corresponding to the highest value set out in the table below.

The financial compensation provided for in the CCAA Plan is as follows:

For tobacco victims who For tobacco victims who
started smoking before started smoking on or after
January 1,1976 January 1, 1976
Lung cancer Up to $100,000 Up to $80,000
Throat cancer Up to $100,000 Up to $80,000
Emphysama or COPD Up to $30,000 Up to $24,000

The tobacco companies will pay $4,119 billion to settle the claims of tobacco victims,
their heirs and the heirs of heirs in the CQTS-Blais class action. In the event the
distribution amount is insufficient to pay the maximum compensation to those with valid
claims, compensation will be adjusted downwards on a pro rata basis. We therefore do
not know the amounts to which the heirs of tobacco victims will be entitled to at this
stage.

More information

If you have any questions or require further clarification, please visit
https://www.recourstabac.com/en/ or contact our team directly by email at
tabac@proactio.ca.

Thank you for your cooperation,

Proactio Team

Proactio inc. A service of Raymond Chabot

proactio.ca


https://www.recourstabac.com/en/
mailto:tabac@proactio.ca

	To whom it may concern,
	Context
	Key Facts You Need to Know
	Criteria for Eligibility
	Compensation and Distribution of Amounts
	More information

